AITer Sungay's matcn, ne grumolea
Manchester United were playing 12 men;
that's only fair because so were Chelsea.
Rooney was in so many places that there
must have been two of him. You
couldn't take your eyes off him only
because he was always in front of your
eyes.

Clubs love this, they will see in
Rooney's desperate sprints, his
unabashed tackles, an allegiance to their
Red Devil cause. But it’s more than club,
Rooney's commitment is to something
else, something more pure, to football

There is a need in sport for players
like Rooney. We need him because he
fascinates us on a different level. His
football is without embroidery, his game
does not lean towards delicacy, he is not
Federer, Ronaldo, Phil, he arrives instead
from the same family tree as Rafael
Nadal.

No one will ever mistake him for a
Baryshnikov in boots, yet his game
glistens, too, with intensity, with
rawness. Sunday’s game was hard, like
patrons of a working man'’s bar spilling
out into the parking lot for a game, and

LNAt NUNEET and agiermination. 1ncy
want to win every match and every
training session.”

Rooney may have a thug's face (and
behaviour sometimes), but he owns the
uninhibitedness of a kid wearing his first
boots. On the field he succeeds because
he chases. Everything. Balls, defenders,
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Which leaves one last thing. Real
Madrid, it is said, apparently want to
buy Rooney. For £85 million (S$197
million).

So is he worth it?

All 100 per cent of it.
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On the field he succeeds bhecause

he chases. Everything. Balls, defenders, shadows, dreams,

referees.



